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Before the departure of the President, Mr. Corwin gave notice

that he would probably resign on his return, owing to the fact

that he had been one of the Counsel of Gardner, a claimant who
received $428,000. by decree of the late Board on Mexican claims,

and who, you observe, is indicted for perjury, in the prosecution

of his claim. Corwin was one of his original Counsel, and pur-

chased an interest in the claim, and although he sold out, and
withdrew, when he went into the Treasury, he does not consider

it delicate to retain his place in the administration, if it shall be-

come its duty to endeavour to recover their money. He is now
waiting the return of Gardner from Europe to see if he cannot

explain the affair satisfactorily. I shall regret to part with him,

if he determines to go. The President desired us to cast about for

a successor, in entire confidence, in the event he shall resign. As
far as any opinion was expressed, it was in favor of Jos. R. Inger-

soll,128 from his location. But the President remarked, that it

might be necessary for me to succeed to it, and let some one else

take the Navy. I believe I can be more useful where I am, and am
sure I shall be much better contented, and shall deprecate the

necessity of going into the Treasury, if it shall occur. I hope, how-
ever, that Corwin will yet remain, though I think, independently

of the Gardner affair, he is rather desirous to retire.

You have heard, no doubt, of the sad fate of Dr. Knox and J. F.

Graham. Chas. sent me a letter of Frank, dated 31st. of May, from
which he had hoped the published account was untrue, as that

stated the catastrophe to have happened on the 28th. Later ad-

vices leave no doubt of their loss, and it is alleged to have occur-

red on the 4th. of June.
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The elections in N. C. have turned out well, except in the

Mountain district, where Gaither has signally failed.

Waddy Thompson is here, having come on at the instance of

Corwin, in reference to the Gardner affair, and in addition to

having been counsel, ought to have had some knowledge of the

case, from his residence in Mexico. Gardner was one of his most

intimate associates here last winter, and was introduced by him
into society everywhere, with his wife and Sister in Law. He re-

covered near half a million, for an alleged interruption in work-

ing mines of silver and Quicksilver, when it is now stated that

128 Joseph Reed Ingersoll (1786-1868), of Pennsylvania, a graduate of Princeton,

lawyer, Whig Member of Congress, 1835-1837, 1841-1849, minister to Great
Britain, 1852-1853.


